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George Washington diary: November 10, 1789 


Tuesday 10th. Left Hartford about 7 Oclock & took the Middle Road (instead of the one through 
Middleton which | went). Breakfasted at Worthington in the Township of Berlin, at the House of 
one Fuller.1 Bated at Smiths on the plains of Wallingford 13 Miles from Fullers, which is the distance 
Fullers is from Hartford—and got into New Haven which is 13 Miles more, about half an hour before 
Sun-down. At this place | met Mr. Gerry2 in the Stage from New York who gave me the first certn. 
acct. of the health of Mrs. Washington. 


1. The Fuller with whom GW breakfasted is probably Ephraim Fuller, listed in the 1790 census as a 
resident of Berlin 


2. Elbridge Gerry, United States congressman from Massachusetts, was probably on his way to his 
home, Elmwood, in Cambridge, where he had lived since 1787. 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic 
District 


Fuller Tavern (pictured above), 1055 Worthington Ridge, c1769. Visited by 
George Washington and documented in his diary entry of November 10, 1789. 
The tavern was the site of Masonic lodge meetings during 19" century. A mural 
with Masonic emblems was uncovered during early 20" century restoration work. 
The center chimney provided an enormous thermal mass that stored and released 
heat for hours. There was a large barroom downstairs with original leaded glass 
windows and a ballroom upstairs. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


George Washington recorded in his diary on November 10, 
1789: Left Hartford about 7 o’clock, and took the middle 
road (instead of the one through Middletown, which | 
went).— Breakfasted at Worthington, in the township of 
Berlin, at the house of one Fuller. The tavern that 
Washington writes about still stands today at 1055 
Worthington Ridge in Berlin. It was built circa 1769 and has 
later nineteenth century alterations. Ephraim Fuller, listed in 
the 1790 census, was probably the Fuller who ran the tavern. Additional details about the tavern are 
recorded in Catharine M. North’s ‘s History of Berlin (1916): Some years since, when the house was 
repainted, the date 1769 was discovered on the brick work of the chimney, about half-way between 
the roof and the top of the chimney. It was built to be used as a tavern with a public hall and 
ballroom on the second floor. [...] Amos Kirby assumed the proprietorship of Fuller’s tavern about 
the year 1814, and lived on the place until his death in 1846 at the age of seventy-one. During the 
latter part of his years he carried on the business of a butcher and peddled meat about the town. 
Around 1884, when wallpaper was being removed from the Tavern’s east room on the second 
floor, a mural displaying Masonic symbols was uncovered. The room had once been part of the 
ballroom, which once ran across the entire house from east to west and was later converted into a 
Masonic Lodge room. It is thought to have been the meeting place of Berlin Lodge, No. 20, 
organized in 1791, which later became Harmony Lodge No. 20 if New Britain and merged with 
Friendship Lodge No. 33 of Southington in 1995. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #019 
1769 Fuller current owner: Bryan H. Atwater 
Worthington Ridge Road facing west near Savage Hills Road 
Wood building, peak roof, central brick chimney, two stories and a half, 9 window front, paired, 
1/1 sash, brick foundation 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
About 1769 Fuller Tavern current owner: Bryan H. Atwater Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 222 
1769 Fuller Tavern current owner: Edith Wilson 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1769 current owner: Beth Campanelli Sketch 


American Decorative Wall Painting 1700-1850 by Nina Fletcher Little 


a TE 


Fic. 136. Masonic 
Decoration on Plaster in 
Original Ballroom, FULLER 
Tavern, Berlin, 
Connecticut 
Belore restoration. The 
frame, ring, and handmade 
nail are cleverly simulated. 

: Courtesy Dr. Dwight E. 

. Wilson 
Photograph National Gallery 
of Art. Index of American 

Design 

Rendering by Martin Partyka 

and Michael Lauretano 
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other diplomas.” 

In Bradford, New Hampshire, stands the Joshua 
Eaton house with stenciled walls, and also scenic fres- 
coes ascribed to Rufus Porter. The decoration has been 
described and pictured by its owner in the Magazine 
Antiques for July, 1948. It is traditionally believed that 
the first Masonic meeting in the neighborhood was held 
in the frescoed room in 1818; and in a landscape com- 
position over the mantelpiece the square and compass 
are incorporated as part of the design. 

In the old Fuller Tavern at the south end of the 
town of Berlin, Connecticut, is another composition 
by the same artist who did the “deception piece” over 
the mantel in the house on Worthington Ridge (Fig. 
134). This now appears between two windows in a rear 
east bedroom which was the end of the original ball- 
room before the space was partitioned to make modern 
accommodations. A varied assortment of Masonic sym- 
bols makes up the composition, which is framed in a 
simulated black and yellow molding suspended by a 
painted ring from a sturdy hand-hammered painted 
nail (Fig. 136). The symbols are executed in blue, green, 
brown, and red on a buff ground, the whole picture 
having been recently retouched in oil by a local painter. 
In this tavern the Berlin Masonic Lodge was chartered 
on October 13, 1791, and it is believed that the room 
was decorated some few years after that date. Here also 
a graceful freehand vine of rosebuds surrounds the 
windows and tops the walls. 
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DESCRIPTION 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 1 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION bm Tei | i 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


(203) 566-3005 .- 
DISTRICT TF NR, SPECIFY 


Fuller Tavern 
TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
Berlin : Hartford 
R NO NUMBER (and? or location) . 


1055 Worthington Ridge 16-3/116/10 


4 OWNER(S) 


Wilson, Edith Deming " ud Berlin 06037 Crustic [x] Privore 

UI (Presents (iistore) 

Residence Tavern 
"ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBL ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE . PLAIN 
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Vernacular 1769 

5 MA RIALS) (Indicate use of location when appropriate) 
h 

x) Clapboord O Asbestos Siding ry Brick ity) 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILOING AND SURROUNDING 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 


#222 > (| s (Jnr Oo Actual [3 Potential 


T 1 BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Adio 
17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Fuller Tavern has a five-bay facade with a central entry. The 
entry is plain with a splayed lintel; the building has paneled corner 
pilasters. Facade windows are paired and offset towards the corners 
of the house; windows generally have plain board surrounds and are 
fitted with modern one-over-one sash. Second-floor windows are 
located immediately under the eaves; the molded cornice has no return. 
A Victorian porch has been added to the right-front corner of the 
house and protects an entry on the right elevation. It has square 
chamfered posts, a plain rail on turned balusters, and a plain valence 
forming shallow round-arched openings. The rear elevation has a two- 
story ell and various gable and shed-roofed extensions. (continued) 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


RCH! BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR N 


Historically, the Fuller Tavern is significant for its role as a long- 
time public institution. Built about 1770, it was visited by George 
Washington, who ate breakfast there during his 1789 tour of New Eng- 
land. It was also the site of Masonic meetings during the 19th cen- 
tury; a mural with Masonic emblems was uncovered during early-20th- 
century restoration work. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Architecturally, the Fuller Tavern is significant as a well-preserved 
example of 18th-century central chimney architecture. An adaptation 

of traditional English building techniques to a harsh climate rich in 
stone, timber, and firewood, the central chimney house was the pre- 
dominant domestic building type in 18th-century New England. The 

large central chimney, generally constructed of stone below (continued) 


North, pp. 212-5. 
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Fuller Tavern 


17. (continued) : 
The interior plan is a modified version of an 18th-century central 


chimney plan; there is a large barroom downstairs and a ballroom 
upstairs. 


19. (continued) : 


the roofline, functioned as an enormous thermal mass. Once warmed, 
its tons of rock could store and release heat for hours. It remained 
popular in relatively isolated areas such as Berlin until about 1800. 
Like many other early taverns and commercial buildings, the Fuller 
Tavern is domestic in scale and design. The paneled corner pilasters 
probably represent a c. 1800 remodeling, perhaps an attempt to upgrade 
the appearance to attract turnpike travelers. 


Oldest photo of the Fuller 
Tavern 
— Berlin Historical Society 


